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CMTF Question: 

1) What is the expected winter capacity rating during peak conditions, considering fuel supply and 
transportation firmness or alternate standby? 

CMTF Member Responses: 
 

OPPD: 
 
Omaha Public Power District Comments (comments are from a planning capacity/reserve margin 
perspective only, Day-ahead and real time SPP Integrated Market practices may be different): 
 

 Generating units which have gas as a sole fuel source (for either a supplemental portion or total 
portion of a generator's output) are assigned a 0 MW capacity rating for the winter season 
(supplemental or total portion).   OPPD has not procured a firm gas supply for these units for 
the winter season. 

 
 Generating units which have a supply of coal, oil, methane gas, wind and nuclear fuel 

contribute to OPPD's winter rating total.  For the units on oil, an oil tank is on site.  Methane gas 
contributes 6.2 MW and is sourced from an adjacent trash landfill.  Wind contributes 13.8 MW. 

 
 For the units with a non-zero winter rating, the winter capacity rating is based on SPP Criteria 

summer season capability tests since OPPD is a summer peaking LSE.  The summer rating is 
the year-round rating. 

 
GRDA: 
 
Although generators may have contractual obligations to perform, performance incentives, particularly 
in competitive wholesale electricity markets, may not be strong enough to incentivize generators to 
procure firm or otherwise reliable fuel supplies (natural gas supply and transportation). 

 
Dual‐fuel capabilities may help bridge the gap between the uncertainties of gas availability during 
extreme events and maintaining a reliable source of operable capacity that is available to meet winter 
peak demands. 
 
Independence: 
 
We currently don't change our accredited capacity for winter, but we would have more capacity in winter 
due to our combustion turbines that provide more capacity in cold air. Our other resources are coal-fired 
with the exception of two 20 MW CT's (gas with no firm transportation) and 75 MW share of a combined 
cycle unit with partially firm gas transportation/supply. 
 
OGE: 
 
The expected winter capacity rating during peak conditions is the same as summer peak conditions 
unless there are known limitations/restrictions that require a lower winter rating. 
 
Westar: 
 
There are some units in our gas fired fleet that do not have a backup fuel supply.  The gas supply at 
some of these units is firm, other sites are considered firm for summer but not winter.  Therefore the 



winter capacity (if excluding capacity with non-firm fuel) is less than the summer capacity.  This has 
been reviewed and the decrease in system capacity is far less than the decrease in peak load (summer 
versus winter). 

 
I believe this is a path SPP should pursue rather than relying on informal internal reviews like those 
described above. 
 
MEAN: 
 
We do not expect our winter capacity rating to be any less than our summer capacity rating.  We have 
back-up diesel fuel for the units that run off natural gas. 
 
Empire: 
 

 Empire currently has only one set of capacity ratings.  Capacity tests are performed in the 
summer 

 Gas turbine capacity would rate higher in the winter due to ambient air temperature, but 
considerations would have to be made for transmission, fuel supply and gas transportation and 
the ability to operate on a backup fuel such as fuel oil 

 Empire has firm natural gas transportation and the ability to operate on fuel oil for many of the 
gas turbines 

 Wind units would probably need to be rated in the summer and winter 
 In a normal weather year, Empire is a summer peaking.  However, Empire is somewhat 

different than many of the other electric utilities in the Midwest in that it has dual 
(winter/summer) system peaks almost equal to each other.  This situation is unusual because 
many of the other utilities in this part of the country are strongly summer peaking. 

 
KCPL: 
 
In general, KCP&L/GMO have assumed the expected winter capacity ratings for generating units to be 
equivalent to the summer ratings. No separate winter capacity testing is performed on a routine basis. 
 
WAPA: 
 
We reviewed historic operations to see what sorts of water release restrictions have occurred in the 
past.  This revealed that during the peak winter months we have periodically experience plant 
restrictions, due to downstream icing conditions.  The last time this happened was over 15 years ago 
and the Corp of Engineers took action to minimize it happening again.  We didn't consider this situation 
required us to change the winter rating for our hydro-electric units, since we have the fuel, since it is 
extremely rare during peak winter months. 

 


